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11150 Epidote 

Formula: Ca2(Al,FeIII)3[OH(SiO4)3] 

Epidote often is found in pistachio green, beautiful crystals. The calcium iron/aluminium silicate 
of complex composition is quite frequent.  

By doing the difficult difference analysis between the different green earths normally only the 
Green Earth is found. Usually it is not examined exactly which kind of green earth is present in 
historical pictures.  

The largest occurrences in Europe are in Piedmont, in Austria and Russia, also on Elba and in 
Tuscany. This yellowish green pistachio colored pigment might well be the dominating pigment 
in many yellowish green meadows of the early gothic. 


